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‘Alam al-Wad* (the world of Divine Law)

al-‘Agl (the Intellect)
al-mubda‘ al-awwal, al-sabig (the Qur’anic terms: al-qalam, al-kursi,
al-qada’, al-shams)

al-Nafs (Soul)
al-munba ‘ath al-awwal, al-tali (the Qur’anic terms: al-lawh, al-‘arsh,
al-qadar, al-qamar)

together the Intellect and Soul are also called al-aslan (the Two
Roots), al-asasdn (the Two Pﬁnciples/Foundations)

— T,

al-Jadd al-Fath al-Khayal
Gabriel Mlchael Israfil

al-Natiq (the speaker prophet)
(al-sabiq, al-rasul,)

al-Asas (the %oundation)
(al-tali, al-wasi , al-samit)

al-Mutimm (one of those who complete the cycle)
(al-imam)

al-Lahiq (the Leutenant)

al-Janah (the Wing)
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Sijistani's Cosmology

God (al-mubdi)
I T Will (irada)

The Command/Word (amr, kalima) «

The cause of creation=ibda*
Ibda ‘=ex nihilo

The Intellect (al-mubda‘ al-awwal, al- ‘aql)
/ (The Command is united with the Intellect)

Inbi‘ath=emanation unity in diversity —0—

~ )]
The Soul (al-nafs)

(emanated from the Intellect) -- Movements --- Time

A
|
Nature (al-tabi‘a)

(emanated from Soul)
Form and Matter

g

The Spheres (al-aflak, al-abad’)

I

The Elements (al-ummahar)

I

The Kingdoms (al-mawalid)
Minerals, Vegetables, Animals

Man -
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between them. As hinted by him at several places, it appears that he
had elaborated these matters and might have tried to resolve the
apparent conflict in his other works that are now lost. Besides his
early work Kitab al-Nusra, Kitab al-Bishdra and some important
portions of Ithbar al-nubii’at, where these topics were discussed, are
no longer extant. Even the Kashf al-mahjib (Revealing the
Concealed) is a later redaction and translation. Although there is no
direct evidence in his extant writings indicating belief in the doctrine
of metempsychosis (tandsukh), he was accused by Nasir-i Khusraw
and al-Birini of subscribing to it. Al-Kirmani, on the other hand,
testifies that al-Sijistani abandoned that doctrine in his later works.
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and ‘Ali, will rise, defeat the oppressive and unjust forces that rule the
world and fill the earth with justice. The Shi‘ites have identified this
figure with their Imam. For the Isma‘ilis and al-Sijistani, the advent of
the Qda’im will signal the end of the era of concealment (dawr al-satr)
begun by Adam and the commencement of another era, called the era
of uncovering (dawr al-kashf). In Ithbat al-nubi’at (Prophecy's
Proof) he states that the Qa’im will bring the prophetic history to its
ultimate end. Until the advent of the latter, he compares the human
history to a fetus in the womb of its mother. The fetus, before it is
called by that name, goes through six stages of growth and
development. Similarly, human history passes through six nufaga’.
The delivery of the fetus after nine months as a newborn child is, thus,
compared to the coming of the Qa’im, signaling new spiritual birth.
At another place he states that the latter will bring intellectual
pleasures. "The people of truth” will receive their reward and reside in
close proximity to the Intellect, while the others condemned to
punishment will stay close to nature, the lowest level of existence.
The question that remains unexplained and unresolved is: Until the
coming of the Qd’'im, where do the souls that have departed the bodies
reside?

Al-Sijistani held the belief that Muhammad b. Isma‘il, born during
the lifetime of his grandfather Ja‘far al-Sadiq (d. 148/765), was the
Qa’im. In contradistinction to the Qarmatians, al-Sijistan believed that
Muhammad b. Isma‘il, before going into occultation (al-ghayba), had
appointed his deputies (khulafa’) so that the light of God will not be
cut off from the world. Consequently, he expected the advent of
Muhammad b. Isma‘il as the Qa’im in the near future. Unlike the
Qarmatians, al-Sijistani asserts that until the appearance of the Qa’im
the Islamic shari‘a will remain in full force. Both, the performance of
obligatory duties (zahir), as well as seeking its true inner meaning
(batin) extracted through esoteric interpretation (ta’wil), are valid and
obligatory. Both the zahir and the batin are complementary aspects of
scripture/law. One without the other cannot stand.

Finally, it should be stated in all fairness that with respect to al-

giyama or al-ba‘th, and al-thawab wa ’l-‘iqab, a number of issues
remain unclear and clouded, not to mention that there is some conflict
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the Qa’im (the messiah). The emergence of this figure, he adds, will
radiate spiritual signs (lumiu‘u athdrin nafsaniyyatin), which will
reach those who have believed in him and have waited for his coming.
Those who have disowned him and have not awaited his coming, on
the other hand, will be deprived of that radiation. He does not
elaborate further, except for referring to that figure as "pure soul"
(nafs zakiyya) and the Qa’im.

Most of al-Sijistani's arguments in chapters dealing with the Day
of Judgement and resurrection are directed to refuting and ridiculing
his opponents' position rather than explicating his own stand. In the
chapter entitled al-ba ‘th (resurrection), he rejects bodily resurrection,
as maintained by Islamic doctrine. However, another chapter is
devoted to reward and punishment (al-thawab wa’l-‘igab). The joys
of paradise and the torments of hell graphically depicted in the
Qur’an, he affirms, are spiritual and not corporeal as understood by
the ignorant masses. He states:

Reward is [a state of] felicity (sa‘dda) that is associated with the
soul, whereby it receives intellectual emanations (al-
khayrar=ifadat ‘aqliyya) and [attains] nobility (al-karamat). The
beginning of that felicity is the [feeling of] expansion of the soul
(sa‘at al-nafs) with what it has acquired in the way of the choicest
of knowledge and its subtleties and its capacity to accept spiritual
forms that stand exactly parallel to it.... As for the punishment, it is
[a state of] misery (shagwa) that is associated with the soul,
whereby it acquires contraction (dig al-nafs) and falls short of
attaining its [appropriate] status. It tumbles down to the lowest
level because of its neglect of the spiritual world [to which it
belongs] and attachment to base material things that bring nothing
but meanness and lowliness.

In his other works he explicitly states that the giyama refers to an
historical event when the messiah, called al-Qa’im or Qa’im al-
qiyama, will rise. The idea of the messiah, generally known as the
doctrine of the Mahdi or Qa’im, has a long history ‘in Islam, and it
plays a very important role in Shi‘i Islam. According to this theory, at
the end of time the Mahdi or the Messiah, whose figure is generally
associated with the Prophet's descendant from his daughter Fatima
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depicted in the Qur’an in several passages along with successive
events, such as prophetic signs, annihilation of the cosmos,
resurrection, gathering of all the people and the announcement of the
judgement. To cite only one example, the Qur’an states (101: 6-11):

As for those whose scales will be heavy [with good works, they
will land in paradise] in pleasant living; whereas those whose
scales will be light will have a Pit to mother them. Ah, what will
make you realize what this Pit will be like? Scorching fire!

Al-Sijistani flatly rejects the conventional view of the Day of
Judgement declaring that it is incompatible with the theory of
origination (ibda ‘), which he champions. He asserts that the ibda“ was
"a perfect act" and "an outpouring of total goodness." It was a unique
act whereby the whole of existent being came into being all at once. In
other words, the world created by God is eternal and perfect.
Consequently, God cannot destroy it. It is inconceivable that there
could be even a slightest imperfection in the cosmos. The very notion
of imperfection in the ibda‘ would have made it impossible in the first
place to have taken place. To put it in simple words, "being" cannot
become "nonbeing." He states in the thirteenth yanbi .

Because beings (al-aysiyyar) became being only out of some
nonbeing (min lays), and that was due to the perfect goodness that
the mubdi‘ (i.e., God) bestowed upon beings, imagining them to
be nonbeing after having beingness is impossible. This implies the
introduction of defect (or imperfection) in God's goodness that He

gave to beings.

Destruction of what appeared through the Command of God
implies weakness and imperfection in the ibda“ and, in turn, leads to
imperfection in the Command itself. But, this is unthinkable. Hence,
subscribing to the traditional view, maintained by the literal meaning
of the Qur’an, is nothing but ignorance and foolishness. Al-Sijistani,
therefore, states that the giydma refers to a spiritual event at a future
date. In elusive language, he suggests that it will occur when the most
virtuous and the noblest of mankind will emerge in an auspicious
time. It is obvious from his other works that he refers to the coming of
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previous law and replaces it with a new, better one. The seventh natigq,
Muhammad b. Isma‘il, according to al-Sijistani, generally described
as the Qa’im (messiah), will terminate not only the era of Muhammad
with the abrogation of the shari‘a, but will also end the major cycle
called dawr al-satr begun by Adam and inaugurate dawr al-kashf (the
era of unveiling) by promulgating the inner truth of the scripture and
law.

The prophet, as explained above, translates the revelation into the
physical representation of a particular language in its outward
conventional forms so that it may be accessible to ordinary humans.
But in doing so its divine contents become hidden beneath the words.
It is the successor of the prophet, the wasi, and the imams who ensure
the continuation of the scripture's definite interpretation. The divine
inspiration also reaches the asas and the imams. It is for this very
reason that these recipients of divine inspiration (al-ta’yid) are singled
out by al-Sijistani as the only qualified persons to be the supreme
leaders (imams) of the Muslim community (umma). It is Neoplatonic
cosmology that provides the prophet with access to the ultimate truth
in order to compose a scripture, legislate law, and to establish the
optimum political order in this world. Neoplatomism was made part
of the Isma‘ili doctrine, because the aim of the Isma‘ili movement was
to establish a state with an Isma‘ili imam as its head. Not surprisingly,
it became the cosmological foundation of their political movement.
Moreover, the function of prophecy is firmly anchored by al-Sijistani
in the concept of ibda‘ explained above. Accordingly, whatever is
perfect, by its very nature, overflows and radiates. Although God is
unknowable to the individual, or common man, knowledge about Him
may be obtained from chosen individuals who receive the
inspiration/revelation.

Eschatology

According to Islamic doctrine the world will come to an end on
the Last Day, or the Day of Judgment (al-giydma, or yawm al-
giyama), and a judgement will be pronounced on every individual in
accordance with his or her deeds. The Day of Judgement is vividly
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does not depend on such a source for his knowledge. The one who is
inspired, on the other hand, conceives in his mind what the learned is
unable to extract by way of reasoning through sensible evidences.
Very often, when the inspired person perceives a spiritual matter that
does not have an already settled definition, he expresses it in a
sensible expression, which allows his people to see what he is
describing. Spiritual inspiration, or revelation (al-ta’yid), he states
assertively, is not by way of sensory perception. Rather, it is without
letters or verbal composition. It is purely spiritual.

It is for this reason that he denounces the traditional Sunni
position that explains revelation in terms of an angel descending from
heaven and delivering the message through a voice heard by the
Prophet. Citing a verse from the Qur’an (2: 97; 26: 194), al-Sijistani
asserts that the seat of prophetic revelation is the heart of the Prophet.
He receives inspiration/revelation directly from the Intellect through
three spiritual forces, described as jadd, fath, and khayal. These spirits
are identified in common parlance as the angels Gabriel, Michael, and
Israfil. The prophet subsequently translates the spiritual message into
the language of his people, to whom it is addressed to suit his time,
place, and the circumstances. The message, thus, takes the form of a
scripture or law, which becomes binding for subsequent generations
until the duration of that particular prophet's epoch or the coming of a
new natiq (a law giving prophet).

The history of mankind, according to Isma‘ili doctrine, is viewed
as a progressive cycle that proceeds through seven ‘major temporal
cycles. Each cycle is inaugurated by a ndtiq (a speaking prophet). His
vizier who succeeds him assists him in his task. This vizier is called
variously asas (the Foundation), wasi (the Legatee), and samit (the
Silent One, as he remains silent during the lifetime of the natig). The
wasi, in turn, is succeeded by seven imams, called al-mutimmain
(those who complete the cycle of a speaking prophet); the last imam
rises in rank and becomes the natiq of the following era. Adam, thus,
started a grand cycle, called "the era of concealment" (dawr al-satr).
He did not bring any law. The five law-giving prophets (ndatigs) are
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad. Each brings
revelation and law, and each succeeding ndtig abrogates (part of) the
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alone in the corporeal world is capable of comprehending the ultimate
reality and truth. As the human soul is part of the Universal Soul it has
the potential to achieve the ultimate goal, the attainment of spiritual
existence, when it procures full benefits of intellect.

According to al-Sijistani's Neoplatonic cosmology and its
underlying assumptions, human beings are capable of attaining their
spiritual goal. However, the dictates of Islam and his sectarian
doctrine required that he chart out a different course. The Qur’an
asserts that it is God who provides guidance to man. The Qur’anic
God, described variously as al-jabbdr, al-qahhar, etc., meaning all
powerful, is, above all, a God of guidance. Neoplatonic cosmology, as
embraced by al-Sijistani, with modifications, of course, facilitated his
formulation of the theory of prophecy, on which he composed a
separate volume. He, therefore, states that because of human character
and the circumstances under which he exists, man cannot reach his
spiritual perfection without the help of revelation. He, therefore, states
that man has to comply with revealed religious law (shari‘a) in order
to guide him to higher values. In the fortieth yanbii‘, he states that no
one among mankind, except the messengers (rusul), can put to service
the spiritual world and extract its benefits and assign everything to its
proper place, thereby facilitating attainment of the perfection of the
spiritual world. According to al-Sijistani there are four categories of
soul: vegetative, animate, rational, and holy (or sacred). The prophets
possess the holy soul (al-nafs al-qudsiyya). This gives them
superiority over the rest of mankind. He further describes the prophet
as follows:

[He is] the one in whom the purity of the two realms, [i.e., the
spiritual and the physical], has attained its perfection (fi man
intahat ilayhi safwat al-‘alamayn). He is the pure man inspired
with the holy spirit [i.e., the Intellect] (wa-huwa al-insan al-safi al-
mu’ayyad bi-rith al-quds).

It is because of this that the prophet is also called the deputy of the
Intellect in the corporeal world. Drawing the distinction between a
learned man ( ‘alim) and the one who is inspired (al-mu’ayyad, or the
one who receives revelation), he states that the former is in need of the
material sensibilia for his knowledge and wisdom, whereas the latter
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Al-Sijistani's structure of the universe is, therefore, not very different
from that of late antiquity. The earth, set, according to the geocentric
view, at the center of the universe, is surrounded by eight celestial
spheres, namely, those of the seven planets- the moon, the sun,
Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn - and the fixed stars.
Beyond these spheres lies the realm of the Soul and Intellect.

Anthropology

As described above in cosmology, the physical world begun by
nature culminates in the birth of mankind (bashar). Man is thus the
crown of creation in the terrestrial world and stands at the threshold of
the spiritual realm to begin his ascending journey back to his origin.
While describing mankind as "the essence of the two worlds" (lubb
al-‘alamayn), al-Sijistani states:

{1t is man] who debates about the roots (origins) of the universe
and its offshoots, and in what [state] its affairs will come to an end.
He is the one who extracts the beneficial uses of the universe that
are deposited in it. This is, therefore, the perfection of wisdom,
which is the pure origination (ibda‘) and the very Command (amr)
that emerged with the emergence of mankind. Had it not been for
him, the intellect would not have access to investigate what we
have exemplified in this chapter [i.e., the second chapter of the
Iftikhar dealing with the Command of God] The sum total of the
origin of all is ‘ilm al-tawhid (the knowledge of God's unity).

In the twenty-second yanbii ‘(Wellspring), in his Kitab al-Yanabi’,
al-Sijistani recounts the manner in which mankind came into being.
He discounts the traditional scriptural account that God first created
one man from whom humanity appeared by means of procreation. On
the contrary, he asserts that God created everything all at once
(daf‘atan wahidatan), including the heavens, earth, planets, and
elements from which human beings emerged. He also states that the
nobility of the Intellect encompasses man. He then adds that man
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let us complete the picture with information drawn from his other
works. After ibda‘ (i.e., the principle of creation of the cosmos ex
nihilo, and the coming into being of the originated being, the Intellect,
which is complete, perfect, and timeless) comes emanation, that is, the
emanation of the Soul from the Intellect. Al-Sijistani uses the words
inbajasa (to gush out, flow freely) and inba‘atha (to be emitted, to
emanate) to describe emanation of the Soul from the Intellect. It is
more complex than the Intellect. Similar to Plotinian theology, it has a
two-fold function. It lacks the total perfection of the Intellect on two
counts: first, compared to the Intellect, it exists a step below ibda’,
and hence does not have close proximity to the mubdi‘; second, it is
lower in rank than the Intellect in temporal sense. As a result, it turns
toward the Intellect in longing, seeking its virtue (fadl) and
illumination (ifada, lit. overflowing). The Soul, on the other hand, is
responsible for the rest of creation by its production of nature (al-
tabi‘a). The Soul, thus, provides the connecting link between the
higher, spiritual and the lower, material worlds. The Soul is not
tranquil, but an ever moving substance having ascending and
descending movements. Consequently, she creates time and her
motion engenders form and matter. The mixing of both, form and
matter, makes physical beings.

The Intellect, likewise, is engaged in a two-level discourse with
the Soul - a higher and a lower. The latter consists in showing
compassion to the Soul despite her attachment to things corporeal. It
further enables the natural world to attain its necessary perfection. The
higher discourse, on the other hand, is centered on spiritual matters
whereby the Soul is imbued with longing for the Intellect to such an
extent that it can become forgetful of its attachment to nature.

Below the Soul is nature, which emanates from the latter. From
nature the rest of the physical world, including the seven celestial
spheres, the four elements, and the three kingdoms of mineral,
vegetable, and animal, is born. The spheres are also called "the
fathers" (aba’), and the elements "the mothers" (ummahat), because
the fathers' influence on the mothers produces the offspring (snawalid,
i.e., the three kingdoms). All beings lower than the Soul come into
being within time and undergo a process of generation and corruption.
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(daf‘atan wahidatan). The rest emerge from the Intellect through the
Soul. He describes the first originated being as "a substance
encompassing all things;" and "the very thingness of things;" and that
"which resembles the one, which is the first number; none of the
numbers precedes it, neither the odd nor the even, rather all numbers
increase from one and by one." For him knowledge of ibda‘
corresponds to the highest level of human knowledge of a unity-in-
multiplicity. It is for this reason that the Intellect and the Soul are also
called aslan (the Two Roots), and asasan (the Two Foundations, or
Principles). :

Al-Sijistani does not elaborate on cosmology further in the Kitab
al-Iftikhar as he is more concerned to articulate another parallel
hierarchy called ‘alam al-wad‘ (i.e., ‘alam al-din, the world of
religion). In his Kitab al-Magalid, in the twenty-seventh iglid (key),
he classifies the universe into three categories and states:

The first of the three worlds is the world of nature (‘élam al-
tabi‘a), which is based (istagarra amruhu) on substance (jawhar)
and the nine accidents (al-a‘rad al-tis‘a) ... . The second is the
world of the Soul (‘alam al-nafs), which has attained a lofty
position (istagarra amruhu) with [the emergence of] Man, who is
the noblest of the [three] Kingdoms (mawalid, i.e., the mineral, the
plant, and the animal). The soul has five external senses: hearing,
sight, smell, taste, and touch; and five internal senses: thought
(khatir), reflection (fikr), mind (dhihn), intellect ( ‘agl), and
memory (hifz). The third world is the conventional world of divine
law (‘alam al-wad‘, or the "Normative Order," to use Paul
Walker's term). It is based on (istagarra amruhu) ten ranks
(hudud), five spiritual and five physical. The former are: the aslan
(Two Roots, i.e., the Intellect and Soul), jadd, fath and khayal
(three spiritual forces emanating from the Two Roots); the latter
are the natig (the speaking prophet who brings scripture and law,
or the one who inaugurates a new cycle), the asas (lit. the
Foundation, or wagsi), the mutimm (lit. one who completes the
cycle, i.e., the imam), the lahiq (lit. one who follows the imam, i.e.,
his lieutenant) and the janah (lit. wing, the one who is under the
lahiq).

It is this hierarchy of religious dignitaries, meant to establish
religious and moral order in the world that closely corresponds to the
Natural Order or cosmology. To trace our steps back to cosmology,
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was other than the pure huwiyya that is united with its own
huwiyya.

Creation (ibda") is a perfect act of God and is described as coming
"out of His munificence or goodness (jid), knowledge (‘ilm), will
(irada) and power (qudra)." Al-Sijistani further states that God caused
everything to flow according to a precise plan and a perfect act (bi-
tadbir muhkam wa-fi‘l mutqan). The cosmic structure is, thus, one
grand display of God's perfect wisdom and everything fits into this
scheme and is tied together. God's Command is also identified with
His Will. Creation, therefore, was neither a logical necessity over
which He had no control, as maintained by some philosophers, nor
was it an emanation (fayd) as maintained by the Neoplatonists.

Both the Command and the universe are eternally (azali wa-
sarmadi, i.e., without beginning or end) intertwined with one another.
One cannot perceive one without the other, even for a moment. The
Command has three dimensions: (1) that which is with the Originator
(mubdi‘); (2) that which is with the originated being (mubda); and (3)
that which is neither with the mubdi‘ nor with the mubda‘. God's Will
(irada) precedes the Command, and the Command precedes the
imperative "Be!" (kun). The Command expressed by the imperative
"Be!" in Arabic, however, appeared after several stages of creation as
there was no sound then (i.e., when ibda‘ took place). The word "kun"
is, therefore, the farthest limit of Command that one can conceive.
The aspect of the Command that is connected with the Will rests with
the mubdi‘ and it never becomes the cause of creation. The Command
is further defined as what came into being with it, that is, the
mubda ‘Gt (the Innovated/Originated beings), especially the first effect
(al-ma‘lil al-awwal, i.e., the Intellect). The word "kun,” composed of
two letters kaf and nin, is therefore the actual form (sira) of the first
originated being (i.e., the Intellect) connected with its Follower (zali,
i.e., the Soul).

The first originated being contained all other entities, both

spiritual and physical, that appeared under it. This is the reason that
al-Sijistani conceives of the creation of all beings as occurring at once
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His opponents could easily misunderstand the latter formula and
he could be accused of making two negative statements that are
contradictory in themselves. This would be absurd. Hence, clarifying
his position in the Kitab al-Magalid, he states that the first negation
refers to the physical (jismani) domain, while the second refers to the
spiritual (rizhani) domain. This is consistent with his critique of the
term jawhar (substance) and its definition as applied by philosophers
to God.

Cosmology

Islam, like other monotheistic religions, is a creationist religion
and maintains that God created the universe ex nihilo. Given the
theology of transcendence and what the term "cause" ( ‘illa) entails,
God cannot be the cause of creation. In order to cut off the chain of
causality, al-Sijistani ascribes creation to God's Command (amr), also
called Word (kalima). He states:

Indeed, the bringing of all beings into existence (fa’yis al-
aysiyyat), neither from any [previous] being (ays) nor from any
thing, was by His Command and its unity.

God's creation, described as ibda‘ (origination) is, therefore,
totally different from creation in the physical world. Ibda‘ is a single
act whereby the whole of existent being comes into being all at once
(daf‘atan wahidatan). When the mubda’ (i.e., the first originated
being, namely, the Intellect) comes into being the Command is united
with the latter existentially. This is called the primary ibda‘. In his
Kitab al-Yanabi' (The Wellsprings), al-Sijistani warns the reader
against seeking any knowledge beyond this limit and states:

Beware of seeking beyond the sabiq [lit. the Preceder, that is, the
Intellect] any entity (huwiyya, being) after the appearance of the
tali {lit. the Follower, that is, the Soul). The Word is, indeed, the
cause of the sabig. Since the Word was the first cause of the sabig,
when the latter appeared the former was united with it
[existentially] and became akin to the sabig's huwiyya. This is
something unique to the sabig and it did not emanate to its effect
(ma‘lal), that is, the rali. What the sabig did emanate to its effect
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Spea_king about God, the Creator, al-Sijistani states:

He is the Originator ‘(al-mubdi*) who originated (abda‘a) the
universe neither from a thing, nor from matter, nor with an
instrument, nor with a helper, nor in the likeness of an image
known to him.

Another term he uses for God is mu’ayyis al-aysiyyat (the one
who brings beings into being [from nonbeing]). In terms of Qur’anic
vocabulary, He is described as the khalig, bari’, fatir, and munshi’ -
all meaning the Creator, with slightly different nuances. On the
~ negative side, God is "neither a finite body (al-jism al-mahdid), nor a
definable thing (al-shay’ al-mawsam), nor a structured substance (al-
jawhar al-mansib)." He is neither a number (‘adad) nor can he be
numbered (ma ‘did). While denouncing the philosophers he states that
God can neither be characterized as a cause (‘illa) nor a substance
(jawhar) because of what these terms entail.

God, for al-Sijistant, is, therefore, absolutely transcendent. He is
totally inaccessible to human reason. Consequently, He is
inconceivable and cannot be qualified by any attribute bestowed on a
created being or thing because He transcends our powers of thought or
expression. His being is beyond all categories; in other words, He is
"beyond being." He is the remote, ineffable, incomprehensible, and
unknowable God of the Neoplatonists. How to worship such a God
and to purify the Islamic formula of tawhid by asserting God's unique
position, free of any form of overt or covert shirk
(anthropomorphism), was a thorny problem for any Islamic thinker to
resolve. Al-Sijistani, therefore, affirms that to discover the right way.
of tawhid is in itself an act of worship. Then he states that the correct
form of asserting God's fanzih (absolute transcendence) and His
tawhid consists in two-fold negation. He states:

There does not exist a fanzih (deanthropomorphism) more
praiseworthy and more sublime than that by which we affirm [the
absolute] transcendence of our mubdi’ through the use of these
phrases in which two negatives face each other: negative and a
negative of a negative.
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Theology

The Qur’anic teaching about God is strictly and rigorously
monotheistic, hence it is entirely focused on his Oneness and Unity. It
also affirms that God is transcendent and absolutely perfect. It further
maintains that the divine nature is inaccessible to humans. His
omniscience and "nearness” can be known only by His Word, by the
Names, the attributes and acts of His paramount Sovereignty, which
He Himself reveals to his faithful servants. ‘Ilm al-tawhid (the science
of asserting the oneness of Allah) is, therefore, the basis of all the
articles of faith in Islam.

Naturally, the first chapter of the Kitab al-Iftikhar is devoted to
tawhid. Al-Sijistani refutes the allegations, such as al-ta ‘7l (denuding
God of all attributes), leveled against the Isma‘ilis. He then examines
the views of his antagonists and what they entail. He unveils that their
formula of tawhid, called tanzih, falls short of eliminating
anthropomorphic elements from the concept of deity. The groups he
criticizes include the Hashwiyya (the Sunni traditionalists),
Mutashabbiha (anthropomorphists), Mutakalliman (scholastic
theologians), the Mu'‘tazila, the Falasifa (especially those philosophers
who hold the doctrine of the eternity of the world and thereby render
God meaningless), the Khawarij and the Rawafid (the Imamis). While
criticizing his opponents' position and exploring the best possible way
to deanthropomorphize the deity, he outlines his own views about the
subject.

He uses both a positive and a negative vocabulary to describe
God. In positive epithets, he asserts creation ex nihilo by calling God
the mubdi‘ (the Originator, the Innovator). Al-Sijistani has selected
this word to stress the Neoplatonic transcendence of Allah. The verb
abda’, the verbal noun ibda‘, and the active participle mubdi‘, have
the connotation to introduce, to innovate, or to do something for the
first time. Al-Ibda‘, to use Henry Corbin's words, is I’ existenciation
éternelle, or I’ instauration primordiale (an eternal, timeless
existenciation).
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cosmology to Isma‘ili-Shi‘i doctrine. Al-Sijistani strived very hard to
harmonize Shi‘ism and Neoplatonism and at the same time to
Islamicize the basic Neoplatonic vocabulary by equating certain key
Qur’dnic terms with this vocabulary. His profuse quotation of
Qur’anic verses in this book is, consequently quite conspicuous.
Whether or not one agrees with his views is a different question
altogether, but he deserves recognition as one of the foremost thinkers
of the Isma‘ili movement and indeed of his time.

The Kitab al-Iftikhar is important in another respect. It has
preserved remnants of an earlier myth-bound cosmology. In addition
to a Neoplatonic hierarchy, the Kitab al-Iftikhar depicts another
parallel hierarchy, which the author calls ‘alam al-wad’ (i.e., ‘alam al-
din, the world of religion). This lower order is based on Isma‘ili
doctrines and cosmology, which he inherited. It further provides the
rationale for his theory of prophecy and the imamate as well as the
ecclesiastical hierarchy (hudid al-din) for which Isma‘ilis are well
known.

A number of views held by al-Sijistani were later criticized and
rectified by Hamid al-Din al-Kirmani. Despite this, almost all the
major works, except Kitab al-Nusra, were studied and copied by the
Isma‘ili da‘wa during the past thousand years. Proliferation of
manuscripts of the Kitab al-Iftikhar and a commentary written by a
famous Indian jurist Aminji b. Jalal (d. 1010/ 1602)? suggest that next
to al-Kirmani, al-Sijistani was considered an important authority in
matters of ‘ilm al-hagd’iq (the ultimate cosmological and
eschatological system of the Isma‘ilis).

Before a fully annotated English translation of the Kitab al-
Iftikhar is published, a brief analysis of its contents, along with
material drawn from his other extant works, both published and
unpublished, is presented here under the following four headings:
theology, cosmology, anthropology and eschatology.

3 No manuscript copy of it seems to exist as far as I was able to ascertain.

Quotations from it are frequently cited in the margins of older manuscripts of the
Iftikhar. .
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expose your weaknesses and disclose your impairments.” Very often
he addresses his Sunni opponents as: "You, O people of discord and
hypocrisy ... the tyrants and oppressors ... O people [who simply cling
to] the literal meaning [of the Qur’an] ... O [you] who are deprived of
the truth ... O dirty, filthy people." It is quite possible that in addition
to his harsh language, his stinging criticism of the first three caliphs,
the Umayyads, the Abbasids as well as the prominent Sunni ‘ulama’,
such as Abl Hanifa, Ibn Hanbal, and al-Bukhari, might have
contributed to his assassination. :

It is also clear from the above lengthy quote from his introduction
that, unlike other polemical works, the Kitab al-Iftikhar gives a
succinct outline of Isma‘ili creed. Seventeen chapters of the book
cover Isma‘ili doctrine in its entirety. As indicated earlier, it was
composed around 361/971, almost a century after the beginning of
intense missionary activities by the Isma‘ili da‘wa in southern Iraq,
Khurasan, and Yemen. Leaving aside the Rasa’il Ikhwan al-Safa’,
very few earlier works have survived, and those that have deal only
with certain aspects of Isma‘ili creed. Herein lies the importance of
the Kitab al-Iftikhar.

It is reported by non-Isma‘ili sources that al-Nasafi's Kitab al-
Mahsul (The Book of Outcome) stirred up a major controversy within
the Iranian (Eastern) school of the da ‘wa. Al-Nasafi's contemporary
Abu Hatim al-Razi (d.322/934-5) wrote a rejoinder entitled Kitab al-
Islah (The Book of Correction), thereby rectifying what he considered
to be the errors in Nasafi's book. This in turn provoked al-Sijistani to
write his rejoinder to the rejoinder, called Kitab al-Nusra (The Book
of Support). Finally, Hamid al-Din al-Kirmini (d. after 411/1020)
mediated the dispute and wrote his Kitab al-Riyad fi ’l-hukm bayna
al-sadayn (The Book of Meadows pronouncing judgment between the
two sads [the name of the letter s], i.e., al-Islah and al-Nusra).

Unfortunately, neither the Mahsiil nor the Nusra survived. After
al-Nasafi, al-Sijistani is the second major figure in the Iranian school
of Isma‘ilism, who not only continued the work of the former by
expounding Neoplatonism in his works, but also polished the rough
edges of the final product that resulted from the adaptation of the new



Indeed, books about the teaching (madhhab) of "the people of
truth” (ahl al-haqa’ig) [i.e., the Isma‘ilis] have multiplied and their
mission (da‘wa) has spread to all distant lands. Consequently,
those books have fallen into the hands of both deserving and
undeserving people for various reasons, which need not be
recounted in this book as they have already become manifest.
Although there are many books [falsely] attributed to our
madhhab, their authors have neither treated [the subject] with
justice [and fairness] nor have they realized what they were
remonstrating against their opponents. They, therefore, composed
these works without clear evidence that could safeguard their
works from the criticism of a critic or the disputation of a
disputant. They tainted their discourse by combining speculation
and fact. Hence, you [the reader] will find that most of the critics
who allege that they are refuting this madhhab [i.e., the Isma‘ilis]
are indeed people who are neither [fully] acquainted with this
madhhab nor comprehend its basic principles...

I, therefore, intended to compile in this book the [basic]
elements of [the creed of] "the people of truth” concerning the
oneness of God (al-tawhid), the angels, the names and their
significance, the prophetic calling  (al-risala), the wasdya
(plenipotency, legateship), the imamate, resurrection (al-ba ‘th),
reward, punishment, the Day of Judgement (al-giyama), and the
application of interpretation (za’wil) to the revelation (Qur’an) and
the law (shari‘a). I will state everything clearly, reveal its hidden
[meaning] and present it to the opponents. If they are able to
discredit it, let them do so. But I do not believe they are capable....

I have entitled it "The Boast," because we are proud to be in
the right, as opposed to those who have gone astray relying on the
creed of their forefathers without guidance and the Manifest Book.
Everyone who possesses a treasure, or a [valuable] property, is
proud of his possession knowing full well that his [prized]
possession is prone to disintegration and subject to destruction.
Hence, it is justifiable for "the people of truth" to be proud of what
they have acquired and superintend, because this treasure [i.e., the
possession of truth] is indestructible. What pride [and joy] could
be greater than comprehending the truth and alighting on the right
path?"

The rhetorical question at the end of the above quote is regularly .
repeated throughout the book like a refrain. His style is sarcastic and
provocative at times. He frequently states: "Come, O people of
different persuasion, that we may show you what we are proud of and



Marwazi in the leadership of the da ‘wa of Nishapur. Thus, al-Kashani
places al-Sijistani as a da ‘7 in Sistan a few years later than Rashid al-
Din's dating. Both these historians further add that al-Sijistani was
executed by order of the Saffarid Amir Khalaf b. Ahmad, who
governed Sijistan from 353/964-65 until 393/1002-3.

The only certain dates in the life of al-Sijistani that we know are -
the two references given by him in his Kitab al-Iftikhar. The first
refers to the year 322/934 while he was in Iraq on his way back from a
pilgrimage. His statement that it was during that year that the Abbasid
caliph al-Qahir was deposed and blinded and al-Radi was enthroned
corroborates his reference. The second reference is to the date of his
compilation of Kitab al-Iftikhar. He states twice that three hundred
and fifty years had elapsed since the death of the Prophet. From this
we can infer that the Iftikhar was composed around the year 361/971-
72.

We know neither his age at the time he made this pilgrimage nor
his status in the da ‘wa hierarchy, however, it is safe to assume that he
was a young adult at that time. Therefore, he must have been in his
sixties when he composed the Iftikhar. In my Biobibliography 1 had
placed his death between 386/996 and 393/1002-3 assuming that both
the treatises, Risalat al-mawazin and Risalat al-mabda’ wa 'l-ma‘ad,
wherein the name of the Fatimid caliph/imam al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah
is mentioned, were authentic works of al-Sijistani. However, on closer
examination of those treatises, their authorship by al-Sijistani cannot
be established beyond reasonable doubt. Moreover, in the introduction
to his well-known and authentic works, al-Sijistani never mentions the
reigning Fatimid imam/caliph. He was, therefore, executed, most
probably, not long after his strident and stinging polemical work the
Kitab al-Iftikhar. '

The Kitab al-Iftikhar and its Contents

The Kitab al-Iftikhar, written by al-Sijistani towards the end of his
life, is a polemical work. Enumerating the reasons for its compilation,
he states in the introduction:
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Nasafi [before him]. Nizam al-Mulk (d. 485/1092) refers to a da‘i
residing in Rayy whose name was Ishaq.

Thus, it is clear that both al-Busti and al-Baghdadi refer to the
same person who could be identified as the author of Kitab al-Ifrikhar.
In his laudable efforts to paint a coherent picture of the Isma‘ili da‘wa
actively engaged in missionary activities in Iran and Transoxiana, S.
M. Stern interpreted and connected the above reports as referring to
the same person. His reasoning behind it was that those whose kunya
is Abil Ya‘qiib are often called Ishaq. That al-Sijistani's full name is
given in the late Isma‘ili sources as Abit Ya‘qib Ishaq b. Ahmad al-
Sijistani (or al-Sijzi) further supports Stern's assumption. Accordingly,
al-Sijistani succeeded al-Razi in the leadership of the da'wa in Rayy.
After the catastrophe of 332/943, in which al-Nasafi lost his life, al-
Sijistani combined the headship of the da ‘wa in Khurasan with that of
al-Rayy. Stern's speculation is quite plausible; however, in the
absence of any further evidence that those two persons, referred to as
Abi Ya‘qiib by Ibn al-Nadim and as Ishaq by Nizam al-Mulk, were
identical, and that they refer to al-Sijistani, this speculation should, at
best, remain tentative.

Another Yemeni author, called Abi Muhammd al-Yamani, who
lived during the first half of the sixth/twelfth century and had access
to several Isma‘ili works, including Kitab al-Iftikhar (The Boast),
Kitab al-Magalid (The Keys), and Kitab al-Bishdara (The Good
Tidings) of al-Sijistani, refers to him as "one of their chiefs"
(shaykhun minhum yuqalu lahu Abia Ya‘quab al-Sijistani).

The much later Persian historian Rashid al-Din Fadl Allah (d.
718/1318) states that Ishaq al-Sijzi, nicknamed Khayshafuj, was a da‘i
in Sistan (i.e., Sijistan) after the time of Abu ’I-Hasan b. ‘Ali al-
Marwazi. Rashid al-Din further adds that the latter was a governor of
Khurasan during the time of the Samanid ruler Nasr b. Ahmad who
reigned from 301/914 to 331/943. Abu ’1-Qasim al-Kashani, a
contemporary of Rashid al-Din, repeats the same information, but
with a minor difference; instead of stating that he was a dad ‘7 in Sistan
after the time of al-Marwazi, he states that al-Sijzi was a dd ‘7 in Sistan
after al-Nasafi was executed. We know that al-Nasafi succeeded al-
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future. What we know about his life, therefore, comes to us from no
more than a few fragmentary references in Sunni works.

Neither the dates of his birth nor death are recorded in those
sources. Ibn al-Nadim, who compiled his Fihrist around 377/ 987-88,
mentions both al-Nasafi and al-Razi among the Isma‘ili authors and
enumerates some titles of their works. Strangely enough, he mentions
neither al-Sijistani's name among the da‘’s who were active in the
eastern parts of the Abbasid empire, nor records his works. However,
he refers to a person called Abi Ya‘qub in the context of two other
authors, viz., Bani Hammad and Ibn Nafis. He states:"The Banu
Hammad of Mosul were in charge of the da ‘wa in al-jazira (i.e.,
northern Mesopotamia) and the adjacent regions on behalf of Aba
Ya‘qub, a lieutenant of the Imam, who resided in Rayy. They
compiled books, which they attributed to ‘Abdan." Then he states:
"Ibn Nafis [with the kunya (cognomen)] Abi ‘Abd Allah, was an
outstanding da‘i. He was in charge of the capital [i.e., Baghdad] as a
lieutenant of Aba Ya‘qib. The latter, however, disapproved of him
because of certain reports which reached him. He, therefore, sent
some Persians (al-a‘djim) who assassinated Ibn Nafis in his house. No
written book of Ibn Nafis is known." Thus, it appears that Abu
Ya‘qib was a high ranking da‘7 residing in Rayy and under whose
authority operated the da‘is of Mosul and Baghdad. It should be noted
here that Ibn al-Nadim was in Mosul, and he had personally met
another da ‘i called al-Hasanabadhi in Baghdad. His not mentioning
the name of al-Sijistani, a prominent da ‘7 and author, among Isma‘ili
authors is, therefore, puzzling.

Another contemporary Zaydi-Mu‘tazili author Abu ’1-Qasim al-
Busti, who had access to some of al-Sijistani's works, refers to him as
"the one in charge [of the da‘wa] of Sijistan, nicknamed al-
Khayshafij," or "al-Khayshafiji al-Sijzi," or simply as "al-Sijzi."
‘Abd al-Qahir al-Baghdadi (d. 429/1037) states that an Isma‘ili da‘
(min du‘at al-batiniya), Abu Ya‘qub al-Sijzi, known as "Panbeh
Dane," who was active in Transoxiana, was executed, as was al-

2 Could it be that after he acknowledged the Fatimid imams/caliphs he alienated
himself from the Qaramita? Ibn al-Nadim does not differentiate between the
Qaramita and the Fatimids. His report, however, reflects that he was more
informed about the former group than the latter.
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religio-political movements, or sectarian groups, such as the Imamis. -
The period of Minor Occultation for the latter was, according to recent

research, very much an interval of conflict and reconciliation between

contradictory trends. »

The establishment of political rule by the Fatimids required
modifications to the revolutionary objectives and policies of the
da‘wa as dictated by the needs of the state and the realities of the
situation in North Africa, where they were surrounded by an
overwhelming Sunni majority. Now, the social context of their
message had completely changed. The aspect of "revolt” against the
prevailing socio-political system and its complete destruction, as
preached before, could no longer be tolerated. The social significance
of the doctrine of the Qarmatians and their defiance of law and order
had to be contained and, if necessary, fought off. This explains why a
major portion of al-Sijistani's works, as well as al-Razi's, despite their
Qarmatian affiliation, were studied and preserved by the da ‘wa.

With respect to some divergent reports occasionally found in
Isma‘ili sources, one is reminded of a tradition reported on the
authority of Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq. When the latter was told that
Mu’min al-Taq (one of his disciples) was expressing his own
independent views in theological debates with his opponents, the
Imam exclaimed: "Were I to approve of and express my satisfaction
with what he says, I should be guilty of error. On the other hand, it is
difficult for me to dissociate from him. We are few and our enemies
are numerous."

Al-Sijistani's Life

Isma‘ili sources seldom provide biographical information about
their own authors and al-Sijistani is no exception to that rule. His case
is further complicated by the fact that he originally belonged to the
Qarmatian wing of the Isma‘ilis, and only later in his life did he
acknowledge the Fatimid imams/caliphs as khulafa’ (deputies) of the
Qa’im, Muhammad b. Isma‘il, whose advent he expected in the near
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Neoplatonic elements found in early Isma‘ilism do not necessarily
constitute quite clear and consecutive stages in the development of
Isma‘ili doctrines. Both aspects, these scholars contend, are derived
from the same source, viz., Harranian Hermetic tradition, and both are
found side by side. In his numerous studies, Abbas Hamdani has
explicated the pioneering study by his father, Husayn Hamdani, on the
Isma‘ili character of the Rasd’il Ikhwan al-Safa’ and its date of
composition, attributable to the pre-Fatimid period. The Rasa’il,
therefore, can serve as a reference for an early "revolutionary" phase
of the Isma‘ili movement before the creed contained in al-Qadi al-
Nu‘man's judicious, and sober-toned Da‘d’im al-Islam (The Pillars of
Islam) was recognized as the official creed and code of the Fatimid
state. .
It is beyond the scope of this introduction to enter into such a
controversy. Suffice it to say that the following outline of al-Sijistani's
noetic system, described in the Kitab al-Iftikhar and elaborated in his
other works, clearly demonstrates that he does not adhere slavishly to
either of the two previous models, namely, Gnostic or Neoplatonic.
Rather, his primary allegiance is to Islam and to his sectarian
ideology: Isma‘ilism. All other material is, therefore, used toward that
end. He is vigorously defending the concept of God's transcendence
and the concept of religious authority based on the superiority of
prophetic revelation and its concomitant, the Shi‘i institution of the
imamate. Some scholars have explained Isma‘ili doctrines in terms of
foreign borrowings and influences, which neither helps proper
appreciation of the Isma‘ili teaching nor renders justice to our author.

The study of Isma‘ili history presents several challenges regarding
matters, such as the sources, the ideologies, etc. A close scrutiny of
Isma‘ili political and ideological history suggests that the period
beginning with their missionary activities, around the second half of
the third/ninth century, until the establishment of the Fatimid dynasty .
in North Africa, and the subsequent consolidation of their power by
the fourth caliph al-Mu‘izz li-Din Allah, should be viewed as a
formative period in Isma‘ili history. Doctrines during this phase
remained somewhat fluid. Even contradictory tendencies concerning
the person and identity of the imam prevailed. Their case during this
formative phase, in certain respects, was similar to that of other



Introduction

Recent research in the field of Isma‘ili studies has clearly
demonstrated that certain elements and ideas in the Isma‘ili system of
thought were influenced not only by the beliefs of early extremist
Shi‘i groups, but also by non-Islamic systems, especially Gnosticism
and Neoplatonism. There is, however, in the current scholarship an
unresolved debate, which revolves around two issues: What was the
original doctrine of the imamate, and what was the earliest
cosmogonical and cosmological system? With respect to the first
issue, some scholars have contended that the original doctrine
preached the return of Muhammad b. Isma‘il as the Qa’im (the
Messiah), and that this article of faith was subsequently modified by
the Fatimids. In the introduction to my Biobibliography, 1 have argued
that to take such an approach gives too much credence to non-Isma‘ili
sources and to the Qarmatian position while disregarding the Fatimid
position. Abbas Hamdani has also consistently maintained that some
scholars have over-emphasized the ideology about the imamate at the
expense of realpolitik. The Isma‘ili movement, ‘like any religio-
political movement, contained several trends within the overall
structure of certain basic, agreed-upon principles. To view it as
homogeneous in all respects to the extent that one would find a fully
coherent and uniform doctrine, especially about the identity of the
imam during an early phase of the movement when it was operating
underground, could lead to inaccurate generalization. The tension
between the moderates and the extremists remained latent throughout
Isma‘ili history. From time to time the extremist perspective surfaced
and occasionally it come out in the open. The Druzes are a good case
in point.

With respect to the second issue, some scholars have argued that
the earliest Isma‘ili doctrines were Gnostic and that Neoplatonism,
which superseded the previous phase, was introduced later by Abu '1-
Hasan Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Nasafi, or al-Nakhshabi (d. 332/943).
Others have argued, based on the early dating of the Epistles of the
Brethren of Purity (Rasa’il Ikhwan al-Safa’), that Gnostic and
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publish not only this book but also other Fatimid manuscripts. Finally,
I would like to thank my student Karim Jamal Ali for reading this
introduction, and for giving his thoughtful suggestions and
emendations. For any errors and inadequacies, I alone am responsible.

Ismail K. Poonawala
Rancho Palos Verdes, California
July 9, 2000
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At several places both of them have distorted the original text that
they could not comprehend, and at times have rewritten sentences and
passages in their own words. I have given a detailed list of errors,
omissions and distortions in M. Ghalib's edition of the Iftikhar in the
Arabic section of my introduction where I have described the
Tiibingen manuscript. But what really held back the publication of my
edition so long and frustrated me was my inability to find a decent
Arabic publishing house that would publish the whole book without
asking me for a large subsidy and also to expunge certain passages
they considered "objectionable."

I had approached the Institute of Ismaili Studies, in London,
through the good offices of my friend Farhad Daftary, but its board of
governors, mainly businessmen, did not show any interest in the
publication of their own heritage. Their reason: "Our community
cannot read Arabic, so why should we waste our money?" The
Institute houses one of the largest collections of Isma‘ili manuscripts,
but many of the Institute's affiliates do not know its value. How aptly
the Qur’an states: "Those who are entrusted with the Torah, yet do not
carry it out, are the likeness of a donkey carrying books." (62: 5) '

In revising the text with the help of additional manuscripts
obtained recently, I have tried my best to update the annotation since
it was first written in the late seventies. In the meantime several
studies about al-Sijistani, especially by Paul Walker, have been
published. Consequently, I have abridged my introduction to the most
important aspects of al-Sijistani's thought. Readers seeking more
details in English should refer to Walker's works. The Arabic
introduction and the edited text of the Kitab al-Iftikhar are fully
annotated and documented; hence, footnotes are omitted from this part
of the introduction. Those who are familiar with Islamic studies in
general, and Isma‘ili studies in particular, will, no doubt, recognize
my indebtedness to previous authorities and contemporary scholars
whose studies have illuminated my path. Their works are listed in the

bibliography.

I would like to thank al-Hajj Habib al-Lamsi, proprietor of Dar al-
Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, for his encouragement and kind offer to
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Preface

A substantial portion of this book was completed before the end of -
1980. In that year Mustafa Ghalib published his edition of Kitab al-
Iftikhar (the Boast). Those who have closely examined the Isma‘ili
works edited by him and ‘Arif Tamir, and have compared them with
the original manuscripts from which the text was edited or with other
manuscripts of the same text, know that their editions are unreliable.'

'In recent years Dar al-adwa’ in Beirut has printed several Isma‘ili texts,

which were previously edited by different scholars, in the name of ‘Arif Tamir
with brief introductions. Most of these reprints are pirated versions of the earlier
scholarly editions without notes and comments. In 1997, when I was in Beirut and
looking for a publisher for this book, I was directed by a bookdealer to contact the
proprietor of Dar al-adwa’, as the latter had published several Isma‘ili books.
After setting an appointment I went to see him on July 23, 1997. Without
disclosing my identity I mentioned to him that I had some Isma‘ili manuscripts
edited for publication. He warmly welcomed me and my family in his office and
said that he would be glad to publish them without asking for any subsidy. In
return, he would give me fifty copies of the printed book.

In order to win my confidence, he asked his assistant to bring all the Isma‘ili
books which he had published for my inspection. Finally, he showed me the page-
proofs of al-Qadi al-Nu‘man's al-Urjiza al-Mukhtdara with the name of ‘Arif
Tamir as the editor and stated that it would be published in two weeks. Out of
curiosity I asked him to show me the manuscript copy submitted by Tamir. Lo
and behold, he gave me a xerox copy of the Urjiizal myself had edited. My name
had been scratched out and replaced by that of A. Tamir. My introduction, notes,
and critical apparatus were omitted. )

I was dumbfounded, but my wife was outraged and told him flatly that he
was a robber. He said that he did not know that I was alive. He further added: "If
you had met me two weeks ago, I would have asked you to write a brief
introduction and I would have put your name instead of A. Tamir's. There is a
good demand for al-Qadi al-Nu‘man's books and I am doing it khidmatan li'l-‘ilm.
" As a compromise, he offered to add my name and to give me fifty copies.

When I threatened to file a lawsuit against him, he immediately left his office
on the pretext that he had to catch a flight to Cairo. Given the situation in Beirut, I
did not pursue the matter further than giving him a written notice. As a result he
postponed its publication for two years. In 1999, it was published with an
additional unknown name as the editor and commentator. In the introduction
Tamir alleges that he has edited the poem from two manuscripts but does not gi' 2
their description.






KITAB AL-IFTIKHAR

by
Aba Ya‘qub Ishaq b. Ahmad al-Sijistani
(died after 361/971)

Edited with notes and comments
by
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