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Extaance 70 THE CastLE oF SHAYZAR

Utew taken from east of the Castle, showing the remains of the Bridge and the Orontes encircling the Castle
on almost three sides.
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to Professor Harold H. Bender, chairman of the Department of
Oriental Languages and Literatures, to Mr James T Gerould,
librarian of Princeton University, and to the Mergenthaler Lino-
type Company, who together have made possible the production
of such a book.



EDITOR'S NOTE
USAMAH (A.D. 1095-1188) was a warrior, a hunter, a gen-

tleman, and a poet, who sojourned in the courts of Nr-al-

Din and Saladin in Damascus, of the Fitimite caliph in
Cairo, and of Zanki in Mosul, and who had personal contacts with
Baldwin, Bohemond, Roger, Fulk, and other leaders of the first
two Crusades. Aleppo, Jerusalem, and Mecca were likewise
scenes of his varied activities. When not engaged in repelling
Frankish, Byzantine, or Isma‘iliyah attacks against his pic-
turesque castle, Shayzar, on the Orontes, he was battling against
Crusaders or other adversaries elsewhere, hunting lions, hawking.
or writing poetry.

At the ripe age of ninety, Usamah wrote—rather dictated—his
reminiscences entitled Kitdb al-I'tibdr, one of thirteen books which
he composed. In this work he gives us a first-hand description of
many of the events of which he was an eyewitness. One section
he devotes to rare anecdotes, another to falconry, and a third to
his impressions of the character of the Franks and their methods
of medication and judicial procedure. In their simplicity of nar-
rative, dignity and wealth of contents, and in their general human
interest, these Memoirs stand unexcelled in Arabic literature.

Through the kind offices of the United States embassy at
Madrid, a photostatic reproduction was made of the unique manu-
script of Kitab al-I'tibdar, now preserved in the Escurial Library:
and this has elsewhere been rendered into English by the writer
and issued under the title An Arab-Svrian Gentleman and 1Var-
rior in the Period of the Crusades (Columbia University Press,
1929). The calligraphy belongs to that of Syria in the thirteenth
century and is lacking in diacritical marks and vowel signs.

In the present work the editor has collated the material with
contemporaneous sources as well as modern works, especially those
of Hartwig Derenhourg, has suggested a number of emenda-
tions, and added philological. geographical, and historical notes.

This being the first Arabic book to be printed in a uni-
versity press in America, due acknowledgment should be made
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